His Entry into Politics
he was proposing to join the Nationalists* Hardly had they
realised what his proposal was, when he daunted them with
the suggestion that they should accompany him that very
minute to the offices of the Freeman's Journal, where he
proposed to announce his adhesion to the Irish party to
Mr* Gray, the editor* John declined to go* but Captain
Dickinson went with him*1 They did not return to Lower
Pembroke Street until two in the morning* Parnell had been
rebuffed* Mr* Gray had reminded him that he was High
Sheriff of Wicklow, and informed him that he could not
become a candidate for Parliament until his resignation had
been tendered to* and accepted by, the Lord-Lieutenant of
Ireland* To a man of swift decisions this technical dis-
ability was excessively annoying*
On the following morning he hurried off to the Viceregal
Lodge and offered his resignation to the Viceroy, Lord Spencer,
who, however, could not immediately accept it because
certain formalities had first to be concluded* The delay
meant that he would be too late for nomination for the vacant
constituency of Wicklow* Here was something to gall the
impatient Parnell* Miserable technicalities prevented him
from fulfilling his desire! He resented the Lord-Lieutenant's
refusal to set him free immediately from his shrieval duties,
and was in such a state of mind about it that he persuaded'
himself to believe that the technicalities were devised to frus-
trate him* He had been slighted by the Lord-Lieutenant!
The thought, says his brother, ** stung Charley deeply, and
left him with a feeling of resentment against the English
1 There is a slight discrepancy between the account of this incident
given by Mr* Barry O'Brien and that given by Mr* John Parnell*
Mr* O'Brien, who received his account from Mr* John Parnell, states
in the Life that the two brothers went to see Mr* Gray, but Mr* Parnell
himself, in his book, states that Captain Dickinson went with Charles,
he, John, declining to do so* The Parnells had defective memories,
but it is probable that the account in Mr* ParnelFs book is accurate*
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